
Update on Art on The Waterfront Night - Planning Community Meeting
Monday, June 21, 2010

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Durant Community Arts Center

Program:

1. Welcome and Introduction [7:00 -7:10 pm]
Pat Miller, Chair, Alexandria Commission for the Arts

2. Waterfront Concept Plan Presentation
Karl Moritz, Deputy Director, Department of Planning & Zoning [7:10– 7:40pm]

3. Art Walk Overview
Matthew Harwood, Member, Public Art Committee [7:40 – 7:45pm]

4. Open Discussion: Arts in the Waterfront Plan – [7:45– 8:45pm]
Identifying Specific Opportunities and Implementation
A. King Street Terminus/Pier
B. Oronoco Bay Park
C. Piers & Street Ends
D. The Strand
E. Other

- Dangerfield Park
- City Marina Plaza
- Overall Conceptual Opportunities – ex: Historic Waterfront

5. Summary and Next Steps [8:45 – 9:00pm]

A. Summarization of the night’s results
B. Schedule for the ongoing planning process

Thank you for your time and input!

For More Information Contact:
Nancy Williams, Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, VA

nancy.williams@alexandriava.gov
703-746.3851

Or visit us on the web at: www.alexandriava.gov/Waterfront

Waterfront Plan:

Art on The Waterfront
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City of Alexandria
Arts/Waterfront

Arts Night – March 8, 2010

Themes from Arts Night
1) Connectivity of Space
- Art Walk/need for identification of places for public art
- Would like to see surprises along the way – something unexpected
- Use landscaping, materials and paving, lighting to connect

2) Use of Space and Facilities
- Performing and visual arts opportunities
- New space for Art League, Archaeology Museum
- Preservation and reuse of existing buildings – resistance to development
- Multi-use and shared spaces
- Moving facilities (i.e. box car theatre that can relocate to other areas)

3) Interactive and Educational
- participatory activities (art that can also be a musical instrument, opportunities to create, etc.)
- public engagement with art and artists
- something for families (carousel)
- use both the arts and history to tell the story of the people and experiences

4) Activated Spaces
- Waterfront could be activated with outdoor musical events – something to animate the space
- Jazz Festival in Oronoco Park
- Create an Alexandria tradition that is unique/a signature event – more than just fireworks

5) Infrastructure
- Add art as part of the infrastructure – benches, plantings, lightings, etc. - things that we have to do
anyway - not out of a catalog
- Use art as a forethought not an afterthought

6) Visual Attraction to Waterfront
- Use artistic ways to draw and guide people to and along the river
- If we can’t have a ship, use art to create a representation of a ship’s mast at the base of King St.
- Base of King Street needs to be a priority

7) Highest Design Excellence
- Make the Alexandria waterfront an example
- Local and well-known artists and architects

Additional Comments/Discussion Points:
- Identify themes that are unique to Alexandria and tell others about us, discover our local identity
- Identify locations for history-themed art and contemporary art
- Successful waterfronts are often in cities where there are Waterfront Conservancies
- Successful outdoor spaces/parks have a manager who schedules the space- maintenance must be
addressed



2

City of Alexandria
Waterfront Plan

Arts Night – March 8, 2010
Group Notes

Identifying Best Opportunities

Business wants to work with the arts community and others on the waterfront plan.
Important to recognize that a sufficient amount of density will be needed to support redevelopment.

Be careful of themes; likes the element of surprise; good art should surprise.

Arts, history and business speak different languages. Develop a master plan that works jointly and that
creates a common grammar to better communicate with each other.

Plan will not happen overnight.

Sense of identity is important. Do not run away from our identity. Figure out what we want to
represent (ex: St. Louis waterfront).

Important that we work together . . . history community and arts community should work together. Can
be part of a joint master plan effort.

Would like to see maintenance included for any art program.

Public art and landscaping linked through lighted paths, along King street. Trellis at the base of King
Street (water).

Maritime museum is too risky . . . too expensive.

Bronze plaques on stakes for signage.

Unite a walkway to reflect history through brick, wood, iron (basic materials to reflect commerce eras).

No large institutions.

At the end of King Street, old mast of a clipper as a vista to draw people to the water.

Three vertical sails at end of King Street instead of a boat.

Interactive activities for children . . . important to plan for all ages.

Water Spray Pool/Fountain (ex: Arlington Spray Fountain).
Mobile flexible activities that move around the waterfront (ex: mobile box car theatre)

Carousel . . . different themes: horses, water horses etc. Historic carousels.
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Important that the waterfront appeal to residents as well as tourists

Great opportunity to incorporate local history into the art.

Performing Arts . . . this is a tremendous opportunity to incorporate the performing arts . . . a jazz
festival, a Shakespeare festival, children’s theatre as weekend events. Festivals could occur annually.

Old Town is the most successful neighborhood . . . be mindful of the proximity to residential areas that
are nearby.

Security of the art pieces should be taken into consideration.

Do not forget the Art League . . . important that artists have a place to show/exhibit/learn; they need a
store which sells art supplies . . . the Art League store is the only one nearby. . . could make it available
to the public.

Art league attracts people who invest in the economy . . . shopping, dinner etc.

Great if Art League could be more exposed as a tourist attraction in their own right. . . . allow artists to
be seen/showcased more.

Pottery, weaving, glass blowing, sculpture, and their store could be more exposed for the public to see
and access.

Art Walk presentation reflected high quality art. Let artists help interpret history through artistic
opportunities on the waterfront (art and history achieving a common ground). Important to reflect
authenticity.

Pottery is a way to reflect history . . . new and old.

Pottery also an opportunity to engage children.

Interested in knowing what has worked in other cities--other waterfronts. Archeology, visual arts have
succeeded in places that have an art conservancy. Do we need one?

Battery Park City . . . the park has people that can staff activities that have a cost to them.

Quality of landscaping . . . should be unique and interesting. Universal accessibility is also important.

Art should be participatory, interactive and appealing.

Don’t forget about a shared culture. Buenos Aires.

Types of art: Incorporate contemporary art also. Good to juxtaposition with historic
fabric.
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Identifying Priorities

Continuity is important.

Identify plants (common and botanical names should be reflected; maintenance of plants can be
included to tell people if and how the plant can grow at their home/in their climate).

Design unique park furniture – consistency throughout park. Doesn’t necessarily have to be expensive
but must be well thought-out.

Maybe bungle themes:
--connectivity: landscaping, pathways, materials
--uses: visual arts, performing arts, places (ex: Art League, museums, etc.)
--unifying art/history (art through archeology)
--local identity (something uniquely expressing our local identity)
--property (identify properties that are available for uses that we need): ex: public facilities; uses that
are missing
--attractions along the waterfront that are visual from landside and waterside and that mark the
waterfront
--lighting can be a draw and an artistic attraction. Can be a tool that unifies the various attractions
along the waterfront. Can be dramatic and a focal point itself.
--organic (part of the infrastructure)
--parking is important
--consistency is important
--quality design is important

TOP FIVE PRIORITIES
--Performing Arts Venue: indoor or outdoor (outdoor may be more readily achievable: a) Outdoor
Festivals; b) Shared Facilities for Events; c) Providence RI – Waterfront Fire Festival). Events
should be celebratory/signature events; use centralized scheduling.
--King Street: ship, masts
--Art Walk and Bike Path with signage to mark historical places (highest design possible)
--Lighting (buildings, paths, etc)
--River must be a draw
--Chicago examples – waterfront (lots of examples on a small scale)
--Great signage
--Art, Fountains and Water
--Interactive activities for families



West Point (Robinson Terminal North)



Oronoco Bay



Point Lumley (Robinson Terminal South)



King Street Pier / Marina



The Strand
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illustrative plan: full extent Alexandria’s Waterfront
CONCEPT PLAN

Core Focus Area


